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Fairfield County Youth Choir 
Circus Band       ……………………………………………………..        Charles Ives 
Stand in That River       …………………...…………..………..       Moira Smiley 

 
Chorus 

Bee, I’m Expecting You       ……….……………….….      Emma Lou Diemer 
The Water Is Wide       …………...     American Folk Song, arr. Zaninelli 
My Soul’s Alive With Spring      ………………….……….      Amy F. Bernon 

 
Chorale 

Yonder Come Day  …..   Georgia Sea Islands, arr. Judith Cook Tucker 
Welcome Spring         …………………………….………………         Andy Beck 
Hi! Ho! The Rattlin’ Bog        …..….          Irish Folk Song, arr. Ken Berg 

 
Concert Choir 

Sisi Ni Moja     ………………………………………………...      Jacob Narverud 
Skye Boat Song      ……..     Scottish Folk Song, arr. Thomas Rodgers 
Feel Good     …..……………………      Tyson & Scott, arr. Barbara Baker 

 
Chamber Singers 

Kaval Sviri      ………………………….…………………...……      Petar Liondev 
Selections from Schindler’s List   …………….…….   arr. Emily Crocker 

Theme from Schindler’s List  ..  John Williams 
Oyfn Pripetshok  ..  Traditional Yiddish Lullaby 

Jerusalem of Gold  ..  Naomi Shemer-Sapir   
Cape Cod Chantey       ………………………...      Traditional Sea Chantey 
Route 66      …………………….....……..      Bobby Troup, arr. Kirby Shaw 

 
Combined Choirs 

Music All Around     …………………………………………….….      Linda Sobo 
Maying Song       ..................................................................      Franz Schubert 
Bed In Summer       ......      Robert Louis Stevenson, Larry Alan Smith 
Walking on Sunshine       …..…………       Kimberly Rew, arr. Mac Huff 

 
 

Program Notes & Translations 
 

Welcome to the twenty-eighth annual Spring Concert of the Fairfield County Children’s Choir! This 
evening’s concert features an outstanding cast of performers, including nearly three hundred of the most 
talented and dedicated young singers in Connecticut! The choir will present a variety of repertoire, 
including Circus Band by Charles Ives, which begins with the words, “All summer long…”, Franz 
Schubert’s Maying Song, and Katrina and the Waves’ Walking on Sunshine. We will also present a setting 
of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Bed in Summer, Welcome Spring, Bee, I’m Expecting You and My Soul’s Alive 



 
with Spring. Folk songs will be prominent, including a modern arrangement of the Bulgarian song, Kaval 
Sviri, The Water is Wide, Skye Boat Song, and Cape Cod Chantey. There will also be a lively arrangement of 
the Gospel classic, Feel Good, Yonder Come Day, Stand in That River, and the jazz classic, Route 66. This 
concert is sure to put a spring in your step! 
 
Danbury native, Charles Ives (1874-1954), is widely considered in the history books to be Connecticut’s 
most prominent composer. He attended high school at Hopkins School in New Haven and studied music 
at Yale. Musically, he was ahead of his time, writing in a modern style before it became the practice of 
major composers. Gustav Mahler called Ives a “true music revolutionary.” Ives wrote Circus Band in 
1894 while a student at Yale. It is full of the sounds of calliopes and marching bands. Imagine the 
excitement of children in every town in America when the Barnum & Bailey Circus paraded from the train 
station to the circus grounds. The text includes a list of the performers they hope to see from years past, 
described with some unusual 19th century phrases: Can that rot? (that would really stink); funny gink (a 
foolish person). This music will take you back to just before the turn of the 20th century, but with Ives’ 
modern take on circus and marching band music, including tone clusters and rhythmic ragtime-style 
syncopation. 
 

Circus Band  
All summer long, we boys dreamed ‘bout big circus joys! 

Down Main Street comes the band, 
Oh! “Ain’t it a grand and glorious noise!” 

 
Horses are prancing. Knights advancing, helmets gleaming, pennants streaming. 

Cleopatra’s on her throne! That golden hair is all her own. 
 

Where is the lady all in pink? Last year she waved to me I think. 
Can she have died? Can! that! rot! 

She is passing but she sees me not. 
 

Where is the clown, that funny gink? Last year he winked at me I think. 
Can he have died? Can! that! rot! 

He’s still a-winkin’ but he sees me not! 
 

Stand in That River, a secular song, sings of finding hope and sending your troubles down the river. 
Written by Moira Smiley in 2003, it is in the American folk-hymn style. 
 

Stand in that River 
Come, and stand in that river 

Current, gentle and slow 
Send your troubles down water 

Down on that water flow. 
 

Bee! I'm Expecting You, is from a set of three poems by Emily Dickinson with music composed by Emma 
Lou Diemer. This piece is written from the standpoint of a fly who is writing a letter to a bee, announcing 
that spring is here and awaiting his arrival. Listen to the piano part as it mimics the sound of the bee!  
 

The Water is Wide is a song of incredible beauty and heartbreak. Its origin is in dispute – the first 
published version appears in 1724 as Waly, Waly - but it is most likely English or Scottish. Cecil Sharp 
collected this song in the southern Appalachians during World War I. In our version, which is adapted 
and arranged by Luigi Zaninelli, the imagery of the lyrics describes the beginning of a relationship: "Love 



 
is handsome, love is kind." However, as time progresses, "love grows old, and waxes cold." Even true love, 
the lyrics say, can "fade away like morning dew." When we introduced this song to the Chorus, we made 
the point that, although this text may express the experience of some, it is not the case for everyone! 
 

Spring's joyfulness and sense of renewal are celebrated in My Soul’s Alive with Spring. The uniqueness 
of the season is illustrated with lively lyrics intended to banish winter with freshness and energy.  

 
Yonder Come Day is based on a traditional song from the Georgia Sea Islands, an isolated area settled by 
former slaves in the late nineteenth century.  They comprise a long chain of barrier islands along the 
coast of South Carolina, Georgia and Northern Florida.  As a result, these islands have retained their 
unique culture to this day. 
 
Welcome, Spring features the music and words of Andy Beck, a prolific composer in the field of 
children’s choral music.  Andy loves poetry as much as music and he uses vivid text painting which 
combines with the sound of flowing water in the piano accompaniment.  Listen for the change in tonality 
which symbolizes the change from winter to spring.   
 
Ken Berg’s arrangement of Hi! Ho! The Rattlin’ Bog! is based on an Irish counting folksong.  The “peat 
bog” that stretches across Ireland really does “rattle”! This is an additive song with verses and refrains 
that tell a wonderful story, using both unison singing and harmony.  
  
The title of Sisi Ni Moja, by Jacob Narverud (b.1986), translates to “we are one” in Swahili. It celebrates 
unity and community through cultures, recognizing that all human beings have much in common. Jacob 
Narverud writes,“Heja is a non-word with no literal meaning, and does not represent any specific culture. 
It is given a more instrumental treatment in the chorus, acting as a joyful, declamatory backdrop to the 
song’s message of unity. When I wrote this piece I specifically chose chord progressions that would be 
familiar to the ear of both the audience and the singers performing. These popular harmonies, coupled 
with the speech-driven rhythms and repetition in the piano, allow listeners to feel an instant connection 
to the music and focus on the message of the text.” 
  
Skye Boat Song is a late 19th-century Scottish ballad recalling the journey of Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie) from Benbecula to the Isle of Skye as he evaded capture by government 
troops after his defeat at the Battle of Culloden in 1746. Alternative lyrics to the tune were written by 
Robert Louis Stevenson in 1885. After hearing it sung by a visitor, he judged the words of this song to be 
“unworthy,” so he made a new set of verses “more in harmony with the plaintive tune.” The text of the 
song gives an account of how Bonnie Prince Charlie, disguised as a serving maid, escaped in a small boat 
after the defeat of the Jacobite rising of 1745, with the aid of Flora MacDonald. 
 
Feel Good is a contemporary gospel song, one of many in the FCCC repertoire. Gospel music originated in 
the Black churches of the urban north in the 20th century. Gospel songs have a known composer with a 
tradition descended from spirituals and urban blues, infused with improvisation and instrumental 
accompaniment. "I’ve got to tell everybody, I feel good!"  
 
Kaval Sviri, (A Kaval Plays), is a Bulgarian folk song in which a young woman falls in love with a young 
man whom she hears playing the kaval (also known as a shepherd’s flute) and shares her feelings with 
her mother. There are a number of characteristics to this piece which make it unique and a favorite of the 
choir. First, the southeast-European style of folk singing often employs a very bright, powerful tone 
quality. More importantly, this arrangement features dissonant tone clusters which create shocking or 
very interesting harmonies, depending on one’s taste. The original song is a folk dance in a mixed meter 
common to the region, to which the dancers follow the pattern step-step-step-long step. This popular 



 
setting by Petar Lyondev was performed by Ensemble Trakia on the Grammy-award-winning album Le 
Mystère des Voix Bulgares, (The Mystery of the Bulgarian Voices) Vol. II, released in 1987 in Switzerland.  
 

Kaval Sviri 
A kaval is playing, mother, 

Up there, down there, mother, near the village. 
I will go to see it, mother, 

to see it and to hear it. 
 

If it's someone from our village 
I'll love him only for a short time. 

If he is a stranger, 
I'll love him all my life. 

 
For nearly twenty years the FCCC Chamber Singers have performed in the Annual Holocaust 
Commemorations for the Town of Fairfield and, formerly, the Jewish Community Center of Bridgeport. 
For the first time, we will bring one of our pieces to the FCCC Spring Concert. This medley of songs, 
Selections from Schindler’s List, includes the original theme music of John Williams, along with two 
traditional Jewish songs. Oyfn Pripetshok (On the Hearth) is a traditional Yiddish lullaby and Yerushalaim 
Shel-Zahav (Jerusalem of Gold) is an Israeli song written in 1967 by Naomi Shemer-Sapir.  
 

Oyfn Pripetshok 
On the hearth, a fire burns, 

And in the house it is warm. 
And the rabbi teaches all the little ones, 

What they need to know. 
 

See, children, remember, dear ones 
What you learn here 

Repeat and repeat yet again, 
All your ABC’s. 

 
Yerushalaim Shel-Zahav 

The olive trees that stand in silence 
Upon the hills of time, 

To hear the voices of the city 
As bells of evening chime. 

 
The Shofar sounding from the temple 

To call the world to prayer, 
The shepherd pauses in the valley 

And peace is everywhere. 
 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, forever young, forever old. 
My heart will sing your songs of glory, Jerusalem.  

 
Sea chanteys are traditional folk songs that were once commonly sung as work songs to accompany 
rhythmical labor aboard merchant sailing vessels. Each ship had a “chantey man,” a singer hired for his 
powerful voice, his sense of humor, and his ability to make up verses for any chantey tune. Cape Cod 
Chantey is an example of a capstan chantey. When hauling up the anchor, sailors wound the anchor chain 



 
around the capstan – a spool like drum. Working together in the rhythm set by the chantey man, the 
sailors pushed the capstan bars round and round. We will follow in the musical footsteps of the sailors 
with some humorous improvisation of our own! 
 
In 1946, after driving west from Pennsylvania to California, Bobby Troup wrote the popular Route 66, 
chronicling his journey on the highway that, as the song says, “winds from Chicago to L.A.”  Since then, a 
wide range of artists, including Nat King Cole, the Rolling Stones, and recently, John Mayer, have recorded 
the song.  The mass appeal of Route 66 may be in part because the song has tapped into the love 
Americans have for their cars and the freedom those cars afford to travel across this great country. The 
FCCC performed at a church on Route 66 in Flagstaff, Arizona in 2015!  
 
Linda Sobo has lived in Fairfield County with her family for over 30 years. Music All Around is one of her 
many choral songs that have been performed widely in school concerts, musical plays, religious services 
and special events. Her children’s choral pieces are uplifting and demonstrate that music is a vital way to 
bring hope and understanding. Her pop ballads range from inspirational songs to ballads of heartbreak, 
love and joy. We were honored to have Linda attend two of our rehearsals in preparation for tonight’s 
concert. Her songs can be heard on lindasobo.com.   
 

Music All Around 
Listen to the music everywhere 

You can hear it when the lightning cracks the air 
You can feel it in the beat of dancing feet 
You can see it in the hustle of the street 
Take a moment to sing yourself a song 

Get your family and friends to sing along 
Let your voices resound 

There is music all around! 
 
Maying Song is from a collection of duets from Franz Schubert's works for unaccompanied voices, (D 
199, Duet "Mailied" 'Grüner wird die Au'). Schubert composed this version for two voices on May 26, 
1815.  

 
Maying Song 

Green the valley now, and the skies are blue; 
Swallows are returning, and the artless singing 

Of the youngest birds echoes through the woods. 
 

To the sky above flow’rs breathe out their love. 
Since the spring’s appearance love with sweet assurance 

Paints the brilliant flow’r, paints the girl most fair. 
 

See the dove now coos, tells the joyous news 
Of the spring’s sweet fevers; come you sweet young lovers, 

Woo as does the dove and find joy in love. 
 

 
 
Bed in Summer is a setting of Robert Louis Stevenson’s whimsical poem portraying a child’s feelings 
upon having to go to bed while it is not yet dark. Larry Alan Smith, formerly the Dean of the Hartt School 
of Music at the University of Hartford, composed this piece for the Organization of American Kodaly 



 
Educators/International Kodaly Society Summer Conference, held in Hartford in 1993. It was premiered 
by the Indianapolis Children’s Choir.  
 

Bed in Summer 
In winter I get up at night   

And dress by yellow candle-light.   
In summer, quite the other way,   

I have to go to bed by day. 
 

I have to go to bed and see          
The birds still hopping on the tree,   
Or hear the grown-up people’s feet   

Still going past me in the street. 

And does it not seem hard to you,   
When all the sky is clear and blue,   
And I should like so much to play,   

To have to go to bed by day? 

Walking on Sunshine is a popular song written in 1983 by Kimberly Rew for the British rock band 
Katrina & the Waves, arranged here by Mac Huff, that refers to the feeling of happiness one feels when in 
love. Ms. Rew, the guitarist in the band, called the song “just a piece of simple fun - an optimistic song.” 
We hope the infectious rhythm, melody and style of the song will lift your spirits and make you feel as if 
you were ‘walking on sunshine’ as you leave The Klein! With this finale, we will also honor our seniors. 
 
 
 

Special Recognitions - Our Seniors 
 
We honor our graduating seniors: Anika Amann, Kennedy Boehme, Emily Bruce, Colette Burke, Margaret 
Carroll, Malia Catanesi, Kayla Christie, Anna Coulter, Danielle Curis, Sarah Eldemerdash, Zoe Eldredge, 
Oluwaseyi Garritano, Natalia Godo, Samantha Hoffman, Genevieve Horne, Ryan Jenest, Grace Kistner, 
Alexandra Leite, Grace Maldonado, Alanna Marchant, Eileen O’Connor, Shamus O’Grady, Maddy Revzon 
& Isabel Toma. They have given so much of their talents and time to our choir! In addition, we 
congratulate eleven of these seniors who will receive our Choral Scholar Award. This is given to 
choristers who have been members of the FCCC for the maximum term of nine years. We are so happy 
that these seniors ‘found us’ way back in 2014 when they were finishing third grade!! They are Kennedy 
Boehme, Margaret Carroll, Anna Coulter, Natalia Godo, Samantha Hoffman, Genevieve Horne, Grace 
Kistner, Alexandra Leite, Eileen O’Connor, Shamus O’Grady & Isabel Toma. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FCCC Chamber Singers 

Anika Amann 
Rhiya Anand 
Brooklyn Baker 
Victoria Beniston 
Demeil Betfarhad 
Kennedy Boehme 
Dylan Bruno 
Colette Burke 
Lindsay Carozza 
Margaret Carroll 
Malia Catanesi 
Kayla-Sherise Christie 
Aidan Coppola 
Anna Coulter 
Danielle Curis 
Joelyne Domingue 
Melanie Dreizen 

Anaya D'souza 
Zoe Eldredge 
Sanam Ghavami 
Ella Giudice 
Natalia Godo 
Louisa Hain 
Samantha Hoffman 
Genevieve Horne 
Grace Kistner  
Alexandra Leite 
Bella Lombardi 
Grace Maldonado 
Alanna Marchant 
Gracie Masters 
Luke Nagy 
Eileen O'Connor 
Shamus O'Grady 

River Peterson 
Amanda Petri 
Bridget Reddy 
Saanvi Reddy 
Maddy Revzon 
Scarlett Robbins 
Faizan Seyal 
Vicky Sgaglione 
Sofia Schouten 
Lilliana Strazza 
Isabel Toma 
Alyvia Tuason 
Phoebe Tunnell 
Dienna Wilson 
Deilyn Wilson 
Caitlyn Yang 

 
FCCC Concert Choir 

Annika Acuff 
Jaina Adebayo 
Scarlett Aguele 
Cara Arnold 
Alyssa Aube 
Aman Bakshi 
Julia Bates 
Clare Biggins 
Sara Borges 
Kate Bowen 
Emily Bruce 
Isabella Catalano 
Edward Chiaramonte 
Natalie Compare 
Serene Compare 
Thomas Coppola 
Aven Craddock 
Natalie Cunningham 
Mars Czarnecki 
Catalina DePardieu 
Tanaya Dixit 
Brooke Dougherty 
Samantha Dreizen 
Sadie Edwards 
Sarah Eldemerdash 
Anthony Evans 
Allison Fernandes 
Grace Flowers 

Ella Flowers 
Abigail Frankel 
Adam Fuller 
Oluwaseyi Garritano 
Anne Gombos 
Jenna Guzman 
Caiden Hamilton 
Rosalie Hathaway 
Amelia Hood 
Nathan Horne 
Alina Hsu 
Cecilia Illuzzi 
Aditi Jabitapuram 
Angelee Jackson 
Ryan Jenest 
Zachary Johnston 
Nathan Johnston 
Keira Kehoe Warren 
Samhitha Kunichetty 
Sophia Levieff 
Claire Liao 
Caroline Louie 
Emanuella Louis 
Alice Lutkins 
Celia Maddaloni 
Jaden Matteson 
Alicia Merturi 
Emily Miskowiak 

Katelynn Mitchell 
Kady Mongirdas 
Joshua Morgan 
Jeein Na 
Samara Negrin 
Alisa Nesterenko 
Kaira Oraedu 
Ellen Ou 
Molly Passeck 
Henry Quinn 
Christopher Rice 
Emma Rivel 
Amelia Rooney 
Manuella Rozo Batista 
Mary Sather 
Maritza Serrano 
Aanya Sharma 
Mihaela Siretanu 
Julia Speretta 
Emmeline Swenson 
Alexis Tavella 
Anne Taylor 
Alessandra Tuccillo 
Alice Valente 
Madeline Venech 
Abigail Venech 
Ivy Yan 
Avery Young 



 
FCCC Chorale 

Jesse Adebayo 
Scarlett Aguirre 
Eleanora Altieri 
Kaiden Amendola 
Eva Appels 
Ava Bailey 
Talia Baker 
Elizabeth Bauer 
Elizabeth Biondo 
Gracelynn Blumenfeld 
Adeline Campbell 
Maisie Campbell 
Sophia Camus 
Luna Cassone 
Rebecca Castro 
Annika Civitello 
Finley Clyne 
Arianna Contreras De Leon 
Lohanna Costa 
Janelis Dash 
Valeria Davis  
Frank Domiziano 
Nathan Driscoll 
Ana Luisa Forest 

Zoe Giammanco 
Destiny Gomes 
Rosalie Gonzalez 
Greeshmika Gopinath 
Maeve Greely 
Morana Gutowski 
Zoe Hasiotis 
Lilah Heneghan 
Christopher Hughen 
Emmanuela Idowu  
Sharika Jayapathy 
Lucia Jayaseelan 
Noelle Jenkins 
Grace Katz 
Anshika Kumar 
Talia Lyles 
Ira Malhotra 
Fiona Meany 
Saira Menon 
Andrew Mettelus 
Maxim Michniewicz 
Zoe Miller 
Tenley Millien 
Owen Nichols 

Ella Papini 
Viviana Peto 
Ivy Pettway 
Elie Quansah 
Kiran Rajan 
Mira Rajan 
Ryan Romeo 
Tess SanAngelo 
Siya Saravanan 
Bruce Sato 
Zander Serrano 
Casey Smith 
Hudson Sprague 
Sofie Taglieri 
Emily Tang 
Lucy Thomas 
Claire Totino 
Violet Tresca 
Tiffany Turcios 
Elizabeth Venech 
Helen Wallace 
Julia Wise 
Cierra Wolfson 

FCCC Chorus 
Daphne Altin-Fahey 
Ethan Adhya  
Isabella Aquino 
Lauren Barral 
Oliver Bennett 
Eleanor Blanco 
Charlotte Boehme 
Mateo Buitrago 
Presley Burns 
Penny Bush 
Madison Calabrese 
Skylar Castro 
Briella Clary 
Dylan Clyne 
Giuliah Costa 
Christopher Cruz  
Enzo Da Costa 
Sahar D'costa 
Maya Desai 
Vyan Dixit 

Sofia Domiziano 
Lucy Flowers 
Viera Gdovin 
Aidan Gonzales-Kempsey 
Kailey Hernandez 
Brian Hychko 
Logan Leite  
Rayna Madhavaram 
Emma Mason 
Mia Mason 
Ian Meluzio 
Cecilia Morey 
Nora Muldowney 
Emma Murphy 
Sadia Murzayev 
Vivienne Norman 
Pasqual Oromi-Widmer 
Max Pajares 
Lily Perez 
Riley Power 

Alejandra Remigio  
Charlotte Sanders 
Jenna Sayyah 
Elliott Sedgwick 
Kayli Serrano Eli Johnston 
Abigail Kasov 
Lily Larsen 
Mila Seyal 
Sibah Sheikh 
Olivine Simon 
Skylar Stern 
Willa Valente 
James Walker 
Nyla Willis 
Crystal Yan 
Charlotte Yannieh 
Allison Zhao 
Sora Wilson 
 

 
 

 



 
The Fairfield County Children’s Choir 

 
The Fairfield County Children's Choir (FCCC) is a community-based choral program made up of over 
three hundred children in grades four through twelve from communities in Connecticut's Fairfield 
County and beyond. The FCCC was founded in 1995 to provide children the opportunity to participate in 
a musical experience which is challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. The FCCC program provides 
instruction in vocal technique, choral technique, music literacy and the appreciation of music through the 
practice and performance of great choral repertoire.  
 
The FCCC has performed throughout New England (Boston, Tanglewood, Burlington, Hartford) as well as 
in New York (Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, Madison Square Garden & West Point), Philadelphia, 
Washington, D.C., Maryland, New Orleans, San Francisco, Oakland, Hawaii, Colorado, Arizona, Canada, 
England, Ireland, Austria and the Czech Republic. The group has shared the stage with such artists as 
Renee Fleming, Christopher Plummer, Charles Strouse, Stephen Schwartz, Augusta Read Thomas, Sam 
Waterston, Tom Chapin, Nick Page, Ivan Rutherford, William Boughton, Henry Leck, Bob Chilcott, Maria 
Guinand, Jean Ashworth Bartle and Rob Hugh. The FCCC has performed with many groups, including the 
Fairfield County Chorale, the Connecticut Chamber Choir, the Fairfield University Glee Club, the 
Mendelssohn Choir of CT, the Greater Bridgeport Symphony, the American Classical Orchestra, the CT 
Grand Opera, the US Military Academy Band / West Point, the Greater Connecticut Youth Orchestras and 
over one hundred children’s choirs at various concerts and festivals. 
 
Community service events have included performances for the March of Dimes, Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society, Fairfield & JCCS Holocaust Commemoration Ceremonies, Red Cross, Americares, Save The 
Children, Operation Hope, Catholic Charities, Malta House, St. Vincent’s Hospital, the Junior Women’s 
Club, The Pilot House, the Visiting Nurses Association, the Milford LINKS, the Bridgeport Women’s Shelter 
and the Bridgeport Rescue Mission. 
 
The choir made a television commercial in the form of a ‘flash mob’ for Smilow Cancer Hospital in New 
Haven; performed the National Anthem at a New York Knicks basketball game and performed on 
America’s Got Talent, both taking place at Madison Square Garden. In 2018 the choir received two first 
place awards at the Golden Gate International Choral Festival in California.  
 

FCCC Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the FCCC is to provide children the opportunity to participate in a musical experience 
which is challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. Through the process of practicing and performing choral 
music with excellence and artistry, the FCCC helps to foster the personal, musical and social growth of 
each child, promoting self-esteem and self-discipline. The FCCC also contributes to the quality of the 
cultural life of its members and the community as a whole. Ultimately, in the words of John Ruskin, “The 
highest reward for a man’s toil is not what he gets for it, but what he becomes by it.” 
      The FCCC performs the standard children’s choir repertoire, masterpieces from throughout music 
history, new works and lesser known “little gems.” A unique aspect of the FCCC is its performance of 
authentic vocal jazz improvisation.  
 
• The FCCC is committed to a high level of artistry, musical understanding and self-expression in all 
 our activities. 
 
• The FCCC believes not only that all people can sing, but that all people need to sing, and is 
 committed to promoting singing throughout our culture. 
 



 
• The FCCC brings together children with treble voices in Grades 4-12. 
 
• The FCCC is open to children of all religious, racial, cultural and economic backgrounds in Fairfield 
 County and beyond (No geographical limits to membership). 
 

FCCC Rationale 
 
The rationale expands upon the mission statement of the FCCC. It is a statement of “why we do what we 
do.” 
 
1. MUSIC - The act of making music has intrinsic value in and of itself. Music is an art form which has 
existed as an integral part of every culture throughout history. When we sing we experience forms of 
beauty and joy which words cannot express. Music making can be a powerful source of meaning in our 
lives, a door to “the inward places of the soul.” Children’s choirs practice and perform great repertoire. 
 
2. SINGING - Singing is a basic means of human expression. The voice is the most personal of musical 
instruments, an important and deep connection to who we are. Children’s choirs train individual singers 
and promote singing throughout our culture. 
 
3. QUALITY OF LIFE - The arts enrich and nourish our lives in an unending multitude of ways. Higher 
degrees of knowledge, understanding and appreciation of music contribute to an enriched quality of life 
from before birth to the very end of life. The arts contribute to the cultural life of individuals and the 
community as a whole. An excellent children’s choir is a valuable asset to any community. 
 
4. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT - Because of the unique manner in which the brain processes music, the act of 
music making has an invaluable impact on major aspects of growth and development. From a parent’s 
lullaby to a newborn baby to the most exalted masterpieces of the ages, music effects our cognitive, 
motor and affective development in myriad ways. For an infant, early musical experiences can establish 
and reinforce many important neuronal connections in the brain. Later, as children listen, describe, 
analyze, evaluate, sing, move, create and utilize a sophisticated symbol system, they are developing 
powerful thinking skills and problem solving abilities. Participation in a children’s choir positively affects 
human development, and builds attributes such as self-esteem, self-discipline, cooperation and self-
motivation which are necessary for success in life.     
 
5. CULTURAL HERITAGE AND LIFE LONG LEARNING - A child who sings learns about life. To participate 
fully in a diverse global society, we must understand our own historical and cultural heritage, and that of 
others within our community, our nation and the world. The skills, knowledge and experiences involved 
in making great music are nearly infinite in their depth and breadth.  The children’s choir is an important 
chapter in a child’s life long musical journey. 
 
6. FUN - In the words of the great musician Bobby McFerrin, “Music is serious fun!” 

 
The Music Staff 

Jon Noyes 
Music Director & Founder and Chamber Singers Conductor 
Jon Noyes served as a public school music educator for forty years, retiring in June 2021. He served as an 
Adjunct Professor of Music at Fairfield University from 2002 - 2012. Mr. Noyes received degrees from the 
Hartt School of Music at the University of Hartford. He holds a fourth-year certificate from the Kodaly 
Musical Training Institute and is a Past President of the Southern New England Kodaly Educators. The 
Connecticut Chapter of the American Choral Directors Association named Mr. Noyes Choral Director of 



 
the Year for 1998. He has conducted all-state, regional, and national festival choirs, including the 2011 
National Children's Choir for the Organization of American Kodaly Educators. He has presented in-service 
workshops throughout the United States and has published articles in local, state, and regional journals. 
  
Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait 
Concert Choir Conductor 
Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait is an elementary music teacher in the Fairfield Public Schools. Mrs. Sugrue-Tait 
received her Master of Music Education degree from Columbia University's Teachers College, and holds a 
Bachelor of Music Degree in Music Education, with an emphasis in piano and voice, from 
The Hartt School. Mrs. Sugrue-Tait is fully certified in the Feierabend Approach through The Hartt School, 
and has completed all three levels of The Kodály Certification. She holds the Smithsonian Folkways 
Certification in World Music Pedagogy and Culturally Responsive Teaching through The University of 
Washington, and has presented various sessions at music conferences at the state, regional, and national 
levels. Her love for choral singing began when she first became a member of FCCC in fourth grade, and 
she now performs as a soprano with Concora, the Connecticut Choral Artists! She is grateful to be 
conducting the wonderful young singers of the FCCC for her sixth season!  
  
Lisa Bettke 
Chorale Conductor and FCCC Accompanist 
Lisa Bettke is an elementary music specialist at McKinley School in Fairfield. She received a B.A. in Piano 
Performance and French from Gettysburg College and an M.S. in Music Education from the University of 
Bridgeport. Ms. Bettke completed her Orff Teacher Training levels I/II at Central CT State and Level 
III/Master Class at the University of Memphis. She has served as President of the CT Chapter of the 
American Orff-Schulwerk Association and on the National Board of Trustees as a Regional 
Representative. Ms. Bettke has studied conducting with Doreen Rao (Levels I-III) and Henry Leck (Levels 
I-II). She also conducted the first-ever CT Children's Honors Choir for the CT Music Educators 
Association. As an accompanist, she has worked with Doreen Rao, Henry Leck, Mary Goetze, Joan 
Gregoryk, Jean Ashworth Bartle, and Rollo Dilworth.  
  
Ashley Zadravecz 
Chorus Conductor  
Ashley Zadravecz is a music educator at North Stratfield Elementary School in the Fairfield Public 
Schools. She holds a Master of Music Education from The University of Hartford’s The Hartt School of 
Music with a concentration in Choral Conducting. Additionally, she holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Music Education from Western Connecticut State University concentrating in voice and is certified in the 
Kodály Method of Music Education from the University of Hartford. Having started choral singing at a 
very early age, including five years as a chorister with the FCCC, Ms. Zadravecz continues her love of 
singing at St. Peter’s church in Danbury, CT, where she is Soprano Section Leader and Cantor, and also as 
a soprano in the professional Hartford-based chamber choir, Voce. She has performed with choirs all 
around the world, including England, Ireland, Italy, New Orleans, Pennsylvania, and Canada and she has 
performed at various celebrated venues, including Carnegie Hall. 
 
Yuan Wang 
FCCC Accompanist 
Yuan Wang is a sought-after collaborative pianist.  She started learning piano at the age of six and 
received her undergraduate training at the Wuhan Conservatory of Music.  She received her Master of 
Music degree in piano performance on scholarship at the Longy School of Music of Bard College, in the 
studio of New York-based concert pianist, Rieko Aizawai.  Yuan graduated with a Collaborative Piano 
Performance Diploma, under the tutelage of Esther Ning Yau, with whom she also studied Piano 
Pedagogy. Yuan has taught piano extensively in China, Boston and Connecticut, teaching students of all 



 
ages and levels. Her performing experience includes concerts with faculty and students in the Longy 
School of Music, Boston Conservatory, Boston University, Harvard University, New England Conservatory 
and International Music Academy Cremona at Italy. Recently, she performs with the Darien piano duo 
and is active throughout Connecticut. Yuan’s studio had a successful student concert last year at the 
Silvermine Music School in Norwalk.  
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Michael Sigal – Violin 
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