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Where the Music Comes From   …..............................…..………………........…   Lee Hoiby
Psalm 8   .….………………………………………….…..............…….................….   Dan Forrest

Fairfield County Youth Choir

Chorus

Lift Every Voice and Sing   .………………………………….............................…   Greg Gilpin
When Children Sing   …..........................................................................…   Mary Goetze
I Sing Because I’m Happy   ……………........................................………...   Rollo Dilworth

Chorale

I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says “Sing”   …....   arr. Rochelle Mann/C. Scott Hagler
When I Sing   …..……………………………………………........................…….   Leann Starkey
A Child of Song   …………...................................................…   Derryl Herring/Andy Beck

Concert Choir

How Can I Keep from Singing?   ....……..................   Robert Lowry, arr. Gwyneth Walker
Sing To Me   ….……………………………………......................................…   Andrea Ramsey
Everlasting Melody   ….……………………...................................……….…   Rollo Dilworth

Chamber Singers

Song for the Mira (for Emma)   …...................   Allister MacGillivray, arr. Stuart Calvert
When I Fall in Love   …….....................   Edward Heyman/Victor Young, arr. Kirby Shaw
Plenty Good Room   ….……………...............................….….…   Spiritual, arr. John Maggs

Fairfield County Children’s Choir

Why We Sing   .............................................................................................   Greg Gilpin
Oye   …......……………………...................................………………........….......   Jim Papoulis
Music Down in My Soul   ….……....................................…..   Spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan
Joyful, Joyful   ….…….....................   L.v. Beethoven, arr. Mervyn Warren, adp. Emerson
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Welcome to the twenty-ninth annual Spring Concert of the Fairfield County Children’s Choir, Why We Sing!
Today’s concert features nearly 300 choristers performing a wide variety of selections, many of which will
celebrate the joy of singing, including How Can I Keep from Singing, Lift Every Voice and Sing, I’m Gonna Sing
When the Spirit Says “Sing”, When Children Sing and Music Down in My Soul. Highlights will include the
spiritual Plenty Good Room, the jazz standard When I Fall in Love and, in celebration of the 200th anniversary
of the first performance of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony, the choir will perform Joyful, Joyful from Sister Act 2.
Many other wonderful pieces will be showcased. 

Our concert today will feature a good deal of Gospel music, spirituals and Gospel-style arrangements of
spirituals. Spirituals are folk songs and therefore, by definition, have no known composer. They have been
handed down aurally through many generations, originating with African American enslaved peoples who
combined African music with European styles they encountered here. The earliest "concert" performances of
spirituals date back to 1865 when the Fisk Jubilee Singers of Fisk University toured Europe and the United
States. This tour was met with enormous success and led to the wide popularity of choral arrangements in this
important oeuvre of music. Gospel music originated in the Black churches of the urban north in the early 20th
century. Gospel songs have a known composer with a tradition descended from spirituals and urban blues,
infused with improvisation and instrumental accompaniment. 

Program Notes & Translations

The Choristers of the Fairfield County Children’s Choir
Jon Noyes – Music Director & Founder, Chamber Singers Conductor

Lisa Bettke, Chris Anne Powers, Ashley Zadravecz – Conductors
Dr. Rodney Loren - Piano

Rodger Bryan - Bass
Peter Hohmeister  - Percussion

The Performers

To ensure today’s performance is enjoyed by all, please:
Silence your phone’s ringer and alerts before any music begins
Turn off your flash (for photos) or your light (for videos)
No talking (even whispering) during the music
No snacking noises (packaging, plastic, etc.) during the music
Wait until a break between songs to enter or exit your row / seats 
Wait until a break between songs to enter or exit the auditorium
Temporarily exit the auditorium in case of uncontrollable sounds (coughing, upset baby)

Thank you and enjoy the show!

Concert Etiquette
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Where the Music Comes From is a song about inspiration and creativity, about a place and/or a state of mind,
about growing and becoming, and about living “in the moment.” It connects art, nature and interpersonal
relationships. The composer, Lee Hoiby (1926-2011), wrote the following to the FCCC in 2003, “Where the
Music Comes From was written for a consciousness-raising group to which I belonged in the 1970’s. The group
was called The Pathwork and our goals were to learn how to grow, how to feel and how to love. It was meant to
be sung only among ourselves, but eventually I was prevailed upon to put it in a collection of my songs, and the
next thing I knew it was on recital programs of Leontyne Price. I wrote the words of the first two verses in a
couple of hours; the third verse took me a whole year. I guess it really takes time to learn how to love.”

The FCCC Chamber Singers discovered a stunning new setting of Psalm 8 (Adonai, Adonenu) while attending
the Aloha Children’s Choir Festival in Hawaii in July 2013. Focusing on verses 1, 3 & 4 in Hebrew and English,
the introductory aleatoric section suggests mystery. The opening of verse 1 (O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is
Your name in all the earth!) then begins gently with awe, followed by verses 3 & 4 in contrasting sections.
Verse 1 returns in all its glory before the piece ends as if reflecting on the mystery of existence. 

Lift Every Voice and Sing was written as a poem by James Weldon Johnson in 1900 and then converted to a
song by his brother, John Rosamond Johnson. It was performed for the first time in Jacksonville, Florida by a
choir of 500 children in celebration of President Abraham Lincoln's birthday in the same year. The song was
then adopted by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1919 as its
official “Black National Anthem.” 

Today's theme is embodied by our next selection, When Children Sing, which begins: "When children learn to
sing, they rise up strong. A song will nourish them – music will be bread to warm their souls." Composer Mary
Goetze set the beautiful poem by James Heup in this outstanding, motivational composition. 

Adapted from the gospel-style interpretation of the hymn, His Eye Is on the Sparrow, originally performed and
recorded by the Georgia Mass Choir, I Sing Because I’m Happy is a lively arrangement by Rollo Dilworth. The
FCCC met Dr. Dilworth at a festival in Colorado in 2015. He was FCCC’s Guest Artist at our Spring Concert of
2016.

In I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says ‘Sing,’ the three repeated lines of text followed by a recurring
fourth line help to identify this song as spiritual. By changing only one word in the introductory line, new
verses can be created infinitely, thereby facilitating its oral transmission and inviting the full participation of
everyone present. References to the Holy Spirit in the text attest to the widely held African American premise
that music can and must be an expression of the heart. (From the African American Lectionary.)

When I Sing was composed for the 30th Anniversary of the Indianapolis Children’s Choir. This lovely piece
says it best in the lyrics of this beautiful melody – 
      When I sing, the music fills my soul
      When I sing, the music makes me whole.
      I’ll sing with all my heart and I’ll sing for all my life
      For I feel so alive and free when I sing.

A Child of Song is an original canon composed in five-four meter (think Dave Brubeck’s “Take Five”). The
song changes to a three-four time signature at times which is in complete contrast. It has a distinct jazzy
groove and the accompaniment of piano, bass and drums is such a great addition to an already wonderful
piece.  

FAIRFIELD COUNTY          CHILDREN’S CHOIR
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The hymn How Can I Keep from Singing was originally written by American Baptist minister Robert Lowry
(1826-1899). This setting is by Gwyneth Walker, a graduate of the Hartt School of Music in Hartford. The text,
which opens with the words, “My life flows on in endless song,” speaks of how singing elevates us above the
suffering of "tumult and strife," darkness, storms, prisons and tyrants. As long as we keep singing we can find
faith, courage, love and peace in our souls.

The beautiful piece Sing to Me was commissioned in honor of the Charlotte Children’s Choir’s 25th
anniversary. The uplifting text is by poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox and it appears in her best-known work titled
Poems of Passion. The composer Andrea Ramsey charmingly sets the text with melodic interest in all parts.
Ramsey's sensitive, skillful writing makes for tender moments that truly evoke the meaning of the text. The
FCCC Chamber Singers performed this song with Ms. Ramsey conducting at the Crescent City Choral Festival
in New Orleans in 2016.

Everlasting Melody is a beautiful choral piece composed by Dr. Rollo Dilworth, now Vice Dean at Temple
University. The piece, written in the gospel style, is characterized by its lyrical and expressive qualities. It
explores themes of love, hope, and resilience. Dr. Dilworth captures the essence of the human spirit,
conveying a sense of unity and strength in the face of adversity through song.

The Mira River, located in southeastern Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, was the inspiration for local singer-
songwriter Allister MacGillivray's Song for the Mira. The song describes a magical place of great beauty and
wonderful people. Over the years, it has become a renowned folk-style song that has been recorded by many
artists and translated into several different languages. This performance of Song for the Mira is dedicated to
the memory of FCCC alumna Emma von Euler (1992 - 2009), who enjoyed accompanying this piece on the
flute. She will never be forgotten by all who knew her.

While there are many songs about love - true love, unrequited love, lost love, etc. - When I Fall in Love is a
perfect love song for the pure idealism of youth. The song has become a standard, recorded by over 100 artists
including Nat King Cole, Johnny Mathis, Celine Dion, and Boyz II Men, though the original hit version was by
Doris Day in 1952. Our arrangement by Kirby Shaw is in an a cappella style known as close harmony.

The well-known spiritual Plenty Good Room speaks of hope and the inclusiveness of God, along with the
resolution to avoid a lapse from grace. Early artists who recorded this song include James Cleveland, Roland
Hayes and The Original Gospel Harmonettes.

We have taken the theme of today’s concert from the popular ballad Why We Sing by Greg Gilpin. It
illustrates the philosophy embodied in our Mission Statement, which includes these words:
            When we sing we experience forms of beauty and joy which words cannot express. Music making          
            can be a powerful source of meaning in our lives, a door to “the inward places of the soul.”

Oye is an exciting piece whose cultural and rhythmic roots are in Latin America. While working with a group
of children in Mexico, New York composer Jim Papoulis asked them "if they had a message that they would
want to convey to the world in song. Their answer was very simple: to listen."

All alone, in the darkness
They are crying out for your help

They are hoping, they are dreaming
They are asking, for a chance to be heard.

FAIRFIELD COUNTY          CHILDREN’S CHOIR
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Moses Hogan (1957 - 2023) was recognized internationally as an acclaimed pianist, conductor, composer and
arranger. He served as editor of the “Oxford Book of Spirituals” and his arrangements and compositions have
been revered by choirs and audiences. Music Down in My Soul is a Gospel praise song inspired by the
spiritual, Over My Head. This genre of Spirituals arranged in a Gospel style has been, and will continue to be, a
staple of the FCCC’s repertoire.

Our final selection was programmed to honor an important moment in music history: Ludwig van Beethoven’s
monumental Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Op. 125 was first performed in Vienna two hundred years ago on May
7, 1824. In the fourth movement, Beethoven included music for chorus and vocal solos, the first time choral
music had been incorporated into a major symphony. The well-known section, Ode to Joy, set to a humanistic
text by Friedrich Schiller, has been adapted in a multitude of ways. As early as the 1840’s the melody was used
as a hymn tune. In 1907 Henry van Dyke, endeavoring to create suitable lyrics to fit the melody, wrote The
Hymn of Joy while visiting the Berkshire mountains in Massachusetts. While not a translation of Schiller, the
notions of joy, praise and unity were seemingly embedded in Beethoven’s majestic music. Our version of
Joyful, Joyful is the final song in the movie Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit, arranged by Mervyn Warren, noted
jazz and Gospel musician who is best known as an original member of the a cappella vocal group Take 6.
(P.S. Henry van Dyke is also the author of this favorite quote: “Use what talents you possess; the woods would
be very quiet if only those birds sing there that sang best.”)

Rhiya Anand
Elisa Angeles

Brooklyn Baker
Victoria Beniston
Demeil Betfarhad

Gracelynn Blumenfeld
Dylan Bruno 

Lindsay Carozza
Aidan Coppola

Thomas Coppola
Mars Czarnecki

Maya Desai
Joelyne Domingue
Yohann Domingue

Melanie Dreizen 
Anaya D’Souza 

Allison Fernandes

Sanam Ghavami 
Ella Giudice 
Louisa Hain 

Teagan Halpin 
Amelia Hood

Nathan Horne
Lucia Jayaseelan

Sophia Levieff
Bella Lombardi 
Caroline Louie

Celia Maddaloni
Gracie Masters 

Saira Menon
Tenley Millien

Luke Nagy 
Alisa Nesterenko

Ella Papini

River Peterson 
Amanda Petri 
Kiran Rajan
Mira Rajan

Bridget Reddy 
Saanvi Reddy 

Scarlett Robbins 
Amelia Rooney

Mary Sather
Sofia Schouten 
Vicky Sgaglione 
Lilliana Strazza 
Alyvia Tuason 

Alessandra Tuccillo
Phoebe Tunnell 
Deilyn Wilson
Dienna Wilson

Chamber Singers
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We honor our graduating seniors: Natalie Compare, Aidan Coppola, Melanie Dreizen, Anne Gombas, Cecilia
Illuzzi, Samara Negrin, Ellen Ou, River Peterson, Vicky Sgaglione, Mihaela Siretanu, Lilly Strazza, Anne Taylor
& Phoebe Tunnell. They have given so much of their talents and time to our choir! In addition, we
congratulate five of these seniors who will receive our Choral Scholar Award. This is given to choristers who
have been members of the FCCC for the maximum term of nine years. We are so happy that these seniors
‘found us’ way back in 2015 when they were finishing third grade!! They are Ellen Ou, Anne Gombas, Mihaela
Siretanu, Lilly Strazza & Phoebe Tunnell. We wish them all the best as they move on to the next exciting
chapter in their lives.

Special Recognitions
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Annika Acuff
Jaina Adebayo
Jesse Adebayo

Kaiden Amendola
Alyssa Aube
Talia Baker

Clare Biggins
Elizabeth Biondo

Sara Borges
Isabella Brookbanks

Ada Campbell
Maisie Campbell

Luna Cassone
Rebecca Castro

Edward Chiaramonte 
Samanvi Chintapalli

Audrey Compare
Natalie Compare
Aven Craddock

Natalie Cunningham
Tanaya Dixit

Brooke Dougherty
Sammi Dreizen
Nathan Driscoll
Sadie Edwards
Anthony Evans

Ella Flowers
Grace Flowers

Ana Luisa Forest

Abigail Frankel
Adam Fuller

Ishika Gadkar-Wilcox
Zoe Giammanco 

Anne Gombos
Destiny Gomes

Rosalie Gonzalez
Morana Gutowski

Jenna Guzman
Caiden Hamilton
Rosalie Hathaway

Lachlan Henderson
Alina Hsu

Christopher Hughen
Amina Ibrahim
Cecilia Illuzzi

Ryan Ismael-Bakkali
Aditi Jabitapuram
Angelee Jackson
Noelle Jenkins

Nathan Johnston
Zachary Johnston

Samhitha Kunichetty
Alexandra Lempert

Claire Liao
Emmanuella Louis

Ira Malhotra
Joseph Marous 
Jaden Matteson

Fiona Meany
Addyson Meinke

Maxim Michniewicz
Samara Negrin
Kaira Oraedu

Ellen Ou
Vivian Peto 

Victoria Rausch 
Ryan Romeo

Tess SanAngelo
Charlotte Sanders

Siya Saravanan
Bruce Sato

Maritza Serrano
Aanya Sharma

Mihaela Siretanu
Casey Smith

Julia Speretta
Hudson Sprague
Sarina Sulzberg

Emmeline Swenson
Anne Taylor
Claire Totino
Violet Tresca 
Alice Valente

Madeline Venech
Eli Victor
Julia Wise

Concert Choir
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Eliza Abbey
Ethan Adhya

Scarlett Aguirre
Eleanora Altieri

Daphne Altin-Fahey
Beatrice Anderson

Rebekah Appah
Ava Bailey

Elizabeth Bauer
Oliver Bennett
Jack Bernards

Sampurna Bhowmik
Charlotte Boehme

Chloe Bower

Parker Buckwalter
Mateo Buitrago

Claire Burke
Presley Burns
Penny Bush

Madison Calabrese
Sophia Camus
Skylar Castro

Diana Champagne
Katherine Chisholm

Dylan Clyne
Finley Clyne

Sophie Cohen
Jude Connor

Christopher Cruz
Gabriel Cyr

Olivia Da Luz Silva
Janelis Dash
Vyan Dixit
Zoe Dobrila

Sofia Domiziano
Frank Domiziano
Pharrell Elissiant

Lucy Flowers
Aidan Gonzales-Kempsey

Zoe Hasiotis
Tilley Henry

Kailey Hernandez

Chorale

6



Julia Hutzelmann
Brian Hychko
Alejandro Jara
Eli Johnston

Abigail Kasov
Madeline Kelly
Julia Kovaliukas

 Heather Lall
Lillian Larsen
Logan Leite
Kalexi Lopez

Rayna Madhavaram
Mia Mason
Ian Meluzio
Ceci Morey

Amelia Morgan
Nora Muldowney

Emma Murphy
Vivienne Norman

Pasqual Oromi-Widmer
Max Pajares

Lily Perez
Rose Raats

Sarah Rausch
Sophia Real

Kayla Rwabukamba
Zander Serrano

Mila Seyal
Olivine Simon

Slylar Stern

Thomas Stevens
Sofie Taglieri

Sylvie Treschuk
Lenke Varga
Jozlyn Velez

James Walker
Helen Wallace

Nyla Willis
Sora Wilson
Taylor Wint

Cierra Wolfson
Crystal Yan

Charlotte Yannieh
Pela York
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Jacklynn Ackley
Lenox Alfano
Kezia Ansah
Jenna Anson

Gabrielle Appah
Emma Arata

Peter Barbieri
Emerson Boehme
Aaniyla Bohannon
Emmeline Bradford

Claire Burke
Ella Carlucci
Ollie Clarke
Ava Costa

Enzo Costa
Kaylee Croiter
Jasmine Cruz
Claire Curtin

Campbell Dobson
Faye Erickson

Leon Erwich
Isabelle Ferreira

Anki Florian
Emmeline Gable

Aria Glavin
Jeremy Hernandez

Vivian Horne
Katie Hurney
Avery Ingalls

 Anja Kachanava
Riya Karra

Dina Kerkenides
Victoria Kim

AnastasziaKurzatkowski
Elijah Legros

Vincent Magee
Thea Morgan

Katerina Musano
Yuma Nakayama-Bensend

Emily Piao

Erik Prokhorov
Whittaker Pullen

Anaika Raghuvanshi
Alejandra Remigio-Guzman

Saevon Ricketts
Elliot Sedgwick
Kayli Serrano
Juliana Shore
Lillian Shute

Aya Slassi
Rohan Sridar

Luciana Tortorello
Amelia Uhl

Allison Valdovinos 
Arwa Warsy
Ella Welke

Mikayla Wheeler
Elle Yoon

Giulia Zampol

Chorus

The Fairfield County Children’s Choir
The Fairfield County Children's Choir (FCCC) is a community-based choral program made up of over three
hundred children in grades four through twelve from communities in Connecticut's Fairfield County and
beyond. The FCCC was founded in 1995 to provide children the opportunity to participate in a musical
experience which is challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. The FCCC program provides instruction in vocal
technique, choral technique, music literacy and the appreciation of music through the practice and
performance of great choral repertoire. 
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FCCC Mission Statement
The mission of the FCCC is to provide children the opportunity to participate in a musical experience which is
challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. Through the process of practicing and performing choral music with
excellence and artistry, the FCCC helps to foster the personal, musical and social growth of each child,
promoting self-esteem and self-discipline. The FCCC also contributes to the quality of the cultural life of its
members and the community as a whole. Ultimately, in the words of John Ruskin, “The highest reward for a
man’s toil is not what he gets for it, but what he becomes by it.”

The FCCC performs the standard children’s choir repertoire, masterpieces from throughout music history, new
works and lesser known “little gems.” A unique aspect of the FCCC is its performance of authentic vocal jazz
improvisation. 

The FCCC has performed throughout New England (Boston, Tanglewood, Burlington, Hartford) as well as in
New York (Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, Madison Square Garden & West Point), Philadelphia,
Washington, D.C., Maryland, New Orleans, San Francisco, Oakland, Hawaii, Colorado, Arizona, Canada,
England, Ireland, Austria and the Czech Republic. The group has shared the stage with such artists as Renee
Fleming, Christopher Plummer, Charles Strouse, Stephen Schwartz, Augusta Read Thomas, Sam Waterston,
Tom Chapin, Nick Page, Ivan Rutherford, William Boughton, Henry Leck, Bob Chilcott, Maria Guinand, Jean
Ashworth Bartle and Rob Hugh. The FCCC has performed with many groups, including the Fairfield County
Chorale, the Connecticut Chamber Choir, the Fairfield University Glee Club, the Mendelssohn Choir of CT, the
Greater Bridgeport Symphony, the American Classical Orchestra, the CT Grand Opera, the US Military
Academy Band / West Point, the Greater Connecticut Youth Orchestras and over one hundred children’s
choirs at various concerts and festivals.

Community service events have included performances for the March of Dimes, Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, Fairfield & JCCS Holocaust Commemoration Ceremonies, Red Cross, Americares, Save The Children,
Operation Hope, Catholic Charities, Malta House, St. Vincent’s Hospital, the Junior Women’s Club, The Pilot
House, the Visiting Nurses Association, the Milford LINKS, the Bridgeport Women’s Shelter and the
Bridgeport Rescue Mission.

The choir made a television commercial in the form of a ‘flash mob’ for Smilow Cancer Hospital in New
Haven; performed the National Anthem at a New York Knicks basketball game and performed on America’s
Got Talent, both taking place at Madison Square Garden. In 2018 the choir received two first place awards at
the Golden Gate International Choral Festival in California. 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY          CHILDREN’S CHOIR

The FCCC is committed to a high level of artistry, musical understanding and self-expression in
all our activities.
The FCCC believes not only that all people can sing, but that all people need to sing, and is
committed to promoting singing throughout our culture.
The FCCC brings together children with treble voices in Grades 4-12.
The FCCC is open to children of all religious, racial, cultural and economic backgrounds in
Fairfield County and beyond (No geographical limits to membership).

FCCC Rationale
The rationale expands upon the mission statement of the FCCC. It is a statement of “why we do what we do.”
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1. MUSIC - The act of making music has intrinsic value in and of itself. Music is an art form which has existed
as an integral part of every culture throughout history. When we sing we experience forms of beauty and joy
which words cannot express. Music making can be a powerful source of meaning in our lives, a door to “the
inward places of the soul.” Children’s choirs practice and perform great repertoire.

2. SINGING - Singing is a basic means of human expression. The voice is the most personal of musical
instruments, an important and deep connection to who we are. Children’s choirs train individual singers and
promote singing throughout our culture.

3. QUALITY OF LIFE - The arts enrich and nourish our lives in an unending multitude of ways. Higher degrees
of knowledge, understanding and appreciation of music contribute to an enriched quality of life from before
birth to the very end of life. The arts contribute to the cultural life of individuals and the community as a
whole. An excellent children’s choir is a valuable asset to any community.

4. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT - Because of the unique manner in which the brain processes music, the act of
music making has an invaluable impact on major aspects of growth and development. From a parent’s lullaby
to a newborn baby to the most exalted masterpieces of the ages, music effects our cognitive, motor and
affective development in myriad ways. For an infant, early musical experiences can establish and reinforce
many important neuronal connections in the brain. Later, as children listen, describe, analyze, evaluate, sing,
move, create and utilize a sophisticated symbol system, they are developing powerful thinking skills and
problem-solving abilities. Participation in a children’s choir positively affects human development, and builds
attributes such as self-esteem, self-discipline, cooperation and self-motivation which are necessary for
success in life.   

5. CULTURAL HERITAGE AND LIFE LONG LEARNING - A child who sings learns about life. To participate
fully in a diverse global society, we must understand our own historical and cultural heritage, and that of
others within our community, our nation and the world. The skills, knowledge and experiences involved in
making great music are nearly infinite in their depth and breadth. The children’s choir is an important chapter
in a child’s life long musical journey.

6. FUN - In the words of the great musician Bobby McFerrin, “Music is serious fun!”

FAIRFIELD COUNTY          CHILDREN’S CHOIR

The Music Staff
Jon Noyes
Music Director & Founder and Chamber Singers Conductor
Jon Noyes served as a public school music educator for forty years, retiring in June 2021. He served as an
Adjunct Professor of Music at Fairfield University from 2002 - 2012. Mr. Noyes received degrees from the Hartt
School of Music at the University of Hartford. He holds a fourth-year certificate from the Kodaly Musical
Training Institute and is a Past President of the Southern New England Kodaly Educators. The Connecticut
Chapter of the American Choral Directors Association named Mr. Noyes Choral Director of the Year for 1998.
He has conducted all-state, regional, and national festival choirs, including the 2011 National Children's Choir
for the Organization of American Kodaly Educators. He has presented in-service workshops throughout the
United States and has published articles in local, state, and regional journals.

Chris Anne Powers
Concert Choir Conductor
Mrs. Powers has been teaching music since 1995. Currently, she is the K-5 General Music, Band, Chorus, and 
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Theater teacher at Cos Cob School in Greenwich, Connecticut, where she co-directs the Greenwich Public
Schools Honor Choir (GPSHC). During her time with the GPSHC, Chris has had the good fortune of
collaborating with world-renowned conductors and composers such as Rollo Dilworth, Henry Leck, Nick Page,
and Jim Papoulis. Chris received her undergraduate degree in Music Education as well as her Kodály
Certificate from The Hartt School, where she first met and studied with Dr. John Feierabend. She is now the
director of the Kodály Certification Program at the Hartt School, as well as the Methodology III professor.
Chris also holds a Master’s Degree in Education from Sacred Heart University. As an Endorsed Teacher Trainer
for the Feierabend Association for Music Education (FAME), Chris presents professional development
workshops and FAME certification courses around the country. Chris is a contributing author to the
Feierabend Fundamentals book and is the author and curator of the Feierabend Repertoire Database published
by GIA Publications. She has studied conducting with Doreen Rao. In 2019, received the Greenwich
Distinguished Teachers Award.
 
Lisa Bettke
Chorale Conductor and FCCC Accompanist
Lisa Bettke recently retired as an elementary music specialist at McKinley School in Fairfield. She received a
B.A. in Piano Performance and French from Gettysburg College and an M.S. in Music Education from the
University of Bridgeport. Ms. Bettke completed her Orff Teacher Training levels I/II at Central CT State and
Level III/Master Class at the University of Memphis. She has served as President of the CT Chapter of the
American Orff-Schulwerk Association and on the National Board of Trustees as a Regional Representative. Ms.
Bettke has studied conducting with Doreen Rao (Levels I-III) and Henry Leck (Levels I-II). She also conducted
the first-ever CT Children's Honors Choir for the CT Music Educators Association. As an accompanist, she has
worked with Doreen Rao, Henry Leck, Mary Goetze, Joan Gregoryk, Jean Ashworth Bartle, and Rollo Dilworth.

Ashley Zadravecz
Chorus Conductor 
Ashley Zadravecz is a music educator at North Stratfield Elementary School in the Fairfield Public Schools.
She holds a Master of Music Education from The University of Hartford’s The Hartt School of Music with a
concentration in Choral Conducting. Additionally, she holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Music Education
from Western Connecticut State University concentrating in voice and is certified in the Kodály Method of
Music Education from the University of Hartford. Having started choral singing at a very early age, including
five years as a chorister with the FCCC, Ms. Zadravecz continues her love of singing at St. Peter’s church in
Danbury, CT, where she is Soprano Section Leader and Cantor, and also as a soprano in the professional
Hartford-based chamber choir, Voce. She has performed with choirs all around the world, including England,
Ireland, Italy, New Orleans, Pennsylvania, and Canada and she has performed at various celebrated venues,
including Carnegie Hall.

Dr. Rodney Loren
FCCC Accompanist
Dr. Rodney Loren recently moved to Connecticut from San Diego, California following early retirement in
Milwaukee Wisconsin. Prior to arriving at Wilton Presbyterian Church as music director, Mr. Loren had a
lengthy career teaching university and public school students and serving as church organist. He holds a B.A.
in Music Education and Sacred Music, an M.M. in Organ, and Ph.D. in Music Education. He taught
general/vocal music at a nationally recognized Blue Ribbon school, and on the faculties of University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and University of Illinois, teaching courses in music education and technology. An
advocate of integrated arts education, Rodney was named Music Teacher of the Year by the Civic Music

FAIRFIELD COUNTY          CHILDREN’S CHOIR
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Association and served as program director Arts in Community Education—a program sponsored by National
Endowment of the Arts and Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. While studying on a Fulbright-Hays scholarship
to Hungary and the Czech Republic, he became interested in the folk music of the Hungarian and Moravian
people.

FCCC Administrative Staff
Jon Noyes – Music Director & Founder

Katie Kearney - Interim Executive Director
Barbara Peck – General Manager

Alicen Gachi – Assistant Choir Manager

John Ellis - President
Katie Kearney - Vice President

Marie Sacco - Secretary
Rod Jenks - Treasurer

Judith A. Hart

Eugene Hoffman
Lauren Noonan

Jon Noyes
Megan Reddy

Muhoza Rwabukamba

Charles Saber
Bernadette Thottam

Matt Tuccillo
Francine Wilder

FCCC Board of Directors

FAIRFIELD COUNTY          CHILDREN’S CHOIR

For information, visit our website: SingFCCC.org
Fairfield County Children's Choir

P.O. Box 1528
Fairfield, CT 06825

203-414-4292

SUPPORTED BY

PHOTOGRAPHY BY

@SingFCCC @FairfieldCountyChildrensChoir
Connect with us
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