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Fairfield County Children's Choir
31st Annual Spring Concert
May 3, 2026 ~ 6:00 P.M.

The Klein Memorial Auditorium

Fairfield County Youth Choir
The Star Spangled Banner ..........ccceeeeeereeeenennrerenneneenennns John Stafford Smith/Francis Scott Key
A CIVIL WAT SUILE covniiiiiiieieeie et eee e e e e arr. Jon Noyes/Todd Simmons

The Battle Cry of Freedom, Tenting on the Old Campground,
The Battle Hymn of the Republic, The Gettysburg Address

Stand TOZETNET .....ceiiiiiiiiiiiiei ettt et s s Jim Papoulis
Chorus

Singing Freedom’s SONE .....ceeeeeeieiiiiiiiimiieiiiiiiiieee e e eeeeeeeeenes Natalie Sleeth, arr. Mark Weston

Risseldy ROSSEIAY ..cceuvuueuniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Traditional Folk Song, arr. Blake Richter

This Little Light of MIiNE .....cccviimimmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieccecieeeceeeeee e Spiritual, arr. Sonny Willis
Chorale

Don’t Let the MUSIC StOD ceeeeruuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicee ettt eree e Eugene Butler

Art Thou Troubled? ....ccovvimmiiiiieie et G. F. Handel

01010 B8 0T 1<) g 211 (T U ORR RPN Valerie MacKenzie

[ Hear America SINGING ....oveieiiuimiiiiiiiiiiiniieiieie ettt et s ee e saneeee s Andre J. Thomas
Here Comes the Sun .......cccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieneeeeee, George Harrison, arr. Matt & Adam Podd
Be ALight .coveveeiiiririiece e Joshua Miller, Matt Dragstrem, Josh Thompson,

Thomas Rett Akins, arr. Tim Hayden

Chamber Singers

Even When He IS SHeNt ...cc.iiiuniiiiiiiiiiieieiee et eee e Kim Andre Arnesen
Wild Mountain Thyme ........cccouuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee e, Folk Song, arr. Jacob Narverud
Bonny Wood GIreen ........cceceveeueeeereenneneneeennnnnnnns Traditional Irish Ballad, arr. Stephen Hatfield
PIITEIl ME M eeeeiiiiiiiiiiieiieiiiee et e e eee e Irish Folk Song, arr. Jimmy Baas
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Fairfield County Children’s Choir
Yankee D00dIe .....cocevumeniiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Traditional, arr. Jon Noyes
Armed FOrces Medley ......c.uueeiuiiminniiiiiiiiiiiiitieeeeeeecceeee et arr. Ken Whitcomb
Navy - Anchors Aweigh
Air Force - The U.S. Air Force
Marines - The Marines’ Hymn
Coast Guard - Semper Paratus

Army - The Army Goes Rolling Along

Sing-Along
America the BEAULIfUL .....vueienienieiiiiiiiiiiieiteeeeeieeeeteeeeteeeeetaeeeeaaeeeeaneeseeanenees Katherine Lee Bates
America (My Country “Tis Of TREE) ...cccvvvureeirrriuriieeiiiitieeeeesrrieeesssereeeeeseeseeenes Samuel F. Smith

You’re a Grand Old FIag .......ccoeveevveiniiiiiiiiiiiieeecceeeenee George M. Cohan, arr. Nicholas Palmer
This Land Is Your Land ........ccceevieviiieiieiiieenenneeennnnn. Woody Guthrie, adapted Vivian M. Caputo

GOd BIESS ATNETICA «..uuueveeeieiiieeeeeiieeeeeeieeeeeeseee e e eieee e s eeeeeeeeanee Irving Berlin, arr. Joyce E. Eilers
Let There Be Peace On Earth c.c...covveeeeiiiiiieeiiicceeeeeeeeeeeeereveeeeceeee e e e eeeeeeees Sy Miller & Jill Jackson

FCCC Music Staff
Jon Noyes — Music Director & Founder, Chamber Singers Conductor
Lisa Bettke — Chorale Conductor & Accompanist
Chris Anne Powers — Concert Choir Conductor
Ashley Zadravecz — Chorus Conductor
Rodney Loren — Accompanist

Concert Etiquette
To Ensure Today’s Performance Is Enjoyed By All, Please:

- Silence your phone’s ringer and alerts before any music begins
- Turn off your flash (for photos) or your light (for videos)
- No talking (even whispering) during the music
- No snacking noises (packaging, plastic, etc.) during the music
- Wait until a break between songs to enter or exit your row / seats
- Wait until a break between songs to enter or exit the auditorium
- Temporarily exit the auditorium in case of uncontrollable sounds (coughing, upset baby)

Thank you and enjoy the show!
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CELEBRATING AMERICA'S

Welcome to the 31st annual Spring Concert of the Fairfield County Children’s Choir, Celebrating America’s
250th Birthday! We will honor America’s upcoming semiquincentennial with a musical celebration that
includes eighteen patriotic selections, alongside a mix of classical, folk, pop, and international repertoire.

The Star-Spangled Banner is the national anthem of the United States. The lyrics come from the Defence of
Fort M’Henry, a poem written by American lawyer Francis Scott Key on September 14, 1814, after he
witnessed the bombardment of Fort McHenry by the British Royal Navy during the Battle of Baltimore in

the War of 1812. Key was inspired by the large U.S. flag, with 15 stars and 15 stripes, known as the Star-
Spangled Banner, flying triumphantly above the fort after the battle.

The poem was set to the music of a popular British song written by John Stafford Smith for the Anacreontic
Society, a gentlemen’s club in London. Smith’s song, “The Anacreontic Song,” with various lyrics, was already
popular in the United States. This setting, renamed The Star-Spangled Banner, soon became a popular patriotic
song. The Star-Spangled Banner was first recognized for official use by the United States Navy in 1889. On
March 3, 1931, the U.S. Congress passed a joint resolution, making the song the official national anthem of
the United States, which President Herbert Hoover signed into law.

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watch’d, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there.

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

The Civil War Suite was arranged by FCCC Music Director Jon Noyes and former accompanist, Todd
Simmons. It weaves together The Battle Cry of Freedom, Tenting on the Old Campground, and The Battle
Hymn of the Republic, and is interlaced with the Gettysburg Address and a solemn performance of Taps.

The Battle Cry of Freedom
Yes, we’ll rally round the flag, boys, we’ll rally once again
Shouting the battle cry of freedom.
We will rally from the hillside, we’ll gather from the plain.
Shouting the battle cry of freedom!

The Union forever! Hurrah, boys, hurrah!
Down with the traitor, up with the stars
While we rally round the flag, boys, rally once again
Shouting the battle cry of freedom!
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Tenting on the Old Campground
We’re tenting tonight on the old campground,
Give us a song to cheer
Our weary hearts, a song of home
And friends we love so dear.

Many are the hearts that are weary tonight,
Wishing for the war to cease;
Many are the hearts that are looking for the right
To see the dawn of peace.
Tenting tonight, tenting tonight,
Tenting on the old campground.

The Battle Hymn of the Republic
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored,
He has loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword
His truth is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

Stand Together by Jim Papoulis is an uplifting choral work that celebrates unity, empathy, and the strength

found in community. The piece invites performers and audiences alike to reflect on the importance of

compassion and collective action, reminding us that meaningful change begins when individuals support one
another. The FCCC performed the world premiere of Stand Together at Carnegie Hall under the direction of

Francisco Nunez.

Stand alone, see the rain that’s falling down below where I’m reaching.
Joining hands, slowly takes us to a place we all can believe in.
Side by side we could be growing hopes and dreams.
If we stand together, we will sing forever of the dreams growing in our hearts.
If we stand together, we will see forever, side by side, hope will find a way to our hearts.

One by one, we will follow with our hearts a place we can dream of.
Open hearts, slowly lead us to a place we all can believe in.
Side by side we could be growing hopes and dreams.
If we stand together, we will sing forever of the dreams growing in our hearts.
If we stand together, we will see forever, side by side, hope will find a way to our hearts.

We will stand side by side, with our dreams; we will sing.
We will sing for freedom when we sing, with our hearts.
We will stand side by side and believe.

If we stand together, we will sing forever of the dreams growing in our hearts.
If we stand together, we will see forever, side by side,
Hope will find a way to our hearts, to our hearts, to our hearts.































































